
Nibbles and Twitch travel by Train in the Glen! 

Nibbles and Twitch, the Happy Talk bunnies, are going on a journey 
by train in the Glen!    On the way they pass places you know well: 
the playground, St Brendan’s school, the church, the shop, St Mark’s 
school and the duck pond in the park.  

 

Parents can bring their children to the Train Storyboard which will 
be beside the chimney stack and silver train on Glen Avenue.   

Children can move the train along the track.  It is a chance to develop your child’s language and have fun 
at the same time. 

The Story Board will be put up soon!   

There will be a launch for children and parents!  

 

PEEP stands for Parent Early Education Partnership 

 

PEEP gives ideas to parents about: 

 listening, talking, playing, singing and sharing books and stories with 
 your child 

 how to use things you do everyday at home to help your child learn 

 having fun with your child 

 giving your child the best start in life 

 

VEC PEEP tutors will run PEEP sessions in some of the local Parent and Toddler Groups soon!   

Coming Soon!   

Happy Talk Project is supported by:  
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Tomar 

 Trust 

Happy Talk  

 

For you to do 

 

Visit the Train Storyboard with your child 

 

  Stop and wait for you child to talk  

  Listen to what your child is saying as she moves the train along the track 
 Talk about what the rabbits, Nibbles and Twitch  see and do on their journey. 
 Help your child find pictures of words that rhyme in the storyboard 

 

Further information from:  
 
Sheila Dillon 
‘Happy Talk’ Project  
Coordinator 
Cork City Partnership Ltd 
Heron House  
Blackpool Retail Park 
Cork 
Tel: 087-7573749 
e-mail:  
sdillon@partnershipcork.ie 
 

 

Children from the Glen and Mayfield can be seen in Happy Talk’s 

posters.  Last June we asked parents to send in their child’s name if 

they and their child could be photographed for the posters.  A big 

thank you to everyone who gave in their names. The children were 

picked by putting their names into a hat. 

Look out for the posters in the crèches, pre-schools, Primary  

schools and other community settings!  

This issue of the newsletter looks at each of the posters. Each poster 

gives a tip to help children’s language.  Here we give ideas to go with 

each tip.   

Have you spotted our local celebs?   
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Calendar  

Primary School  

Nov: Happy Talk for Jun-

ior Infant parents  

Happy Talk SLTs on site in 

schools 

Pre-schools         

Nov-Dec Weds 3-5pm 

Elklan Training course for 

Pre-school Staff 

Nov-Dec:  Happy Talk  

for Parents in 6  Pre-

schools 

Happy Talk SLT s on site 

in 6 Pre-schools 

Crèches  

Dec: Happy Talk SLTs on 

site in 6 crèches 

 

Thurs Dec 13th 7-9pm: 

Music and Young Children  

Workshop for Creche staff  

with Beag 

Public Health 

Nurse Clinics 

Happy Talk  SLTs at the 9- 

month baby checks in 

Mayfield Health Centre 

and the Glen Resource 

Centre 

 

Parent &Toddler 

groups 

Nov-Dec: PEEP for par-

ents in Parent and Toddler 

Groups (see page 4) 
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It’s never too early to start with books 

 

Did you know? 

Babies enjoy books by touching, 
mouthing, chewing and even throwing 
them.  Cloth books, board books, lift-
the-flap, sound books are all great for 
babies. 

 
Books: 
 can be looked at again and again 
 give a feeling of closeness 
 connect your child to the world 
 help your child’s thinking 
 help your child talk   
 help with reading and writing later   

 
 
For you to do 
 Bring a book for your baby wherever you go - in the buggy or car. 

 Talk about the pictures - you don’t have to read every word or 

page. 

 Stop now and then to let your baby think, make a sound or talk.  
 Borrow books from the library, crèche, pre-school or school. 
 Get your child to bring a book to crèche, pre-school or school. 
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Now is the time to have fun with rhyme 
 
Did you know? 
 3 year olds notice sounds in language. 
 Children need to be aware of sounds in words for when they start to 

read. 
 Nursery Rhymes are one of the best ways of developing this 

awareness. 
 Your child will enjoy hearing the same nursery rhymes again and again.   

For you to do 

 Say nursery rhymes such as ‘Humpty, Dumpty’ with your child.   

 
 If you can’t remember any nursery rhymes, borrow a rhyme book from 

the library.  Check supermarkets and bookshops for cheap rhyme 
books.  

 Have fun by saying nursery rhymes in different ways:  
 in slow motion 
 while laughing, 

 in a robot voice 

 in a silly voice  

 start soft, then loud, then soft again 
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Say the word the right way for your child 

Did you know? 

Your child will learn the right way to say a word by hearing you say it 

over and over again 

 

For you to do: 

If your child says a word or a sentence the wrong way: 

 Repeat what the child says but say it the right way e.g. If he says 
‘Him felled’ tell him: ‘He fell.’ 

 Stress the words you want him to change. 
 If your child says ‘me want…’,  tell him: ‘you say…I want…’ 
 If questions are a problem e.g.  ‘Play outside now?’,  tell him: ‘you 

say…Can I play outside now?’ 
 If the child’s sentence is long, only repeat back some of it. 
 React to what the child says, not to how clearly he speaks. 
 
Some don'ts: 
X   Don't make the child repeat the words. 
X   Don't pretend to understand. 
X   Don’t interrupt the child when he is talking. 

Happy Talk  

 When your child knows the rhyme well,  
 say it but: 

 leave gaps for your child to fill 
 make deliberate mistakes for him to fix 

 take turns at saying every second word 

 

Follow your child’s lead 

Did you know? 

Your child learns more language when he is interested in what he is 
doing 

It is important for young children to learn to start conversations 

 

For you to do 

 WAIT! - give your child a chance to talk first. 
 
 If she does not use words, she may point or look at what she is  

interested in. Talk to her about it. 
 
 Give her a reason to talk e.g. put a toy so she can’t reach it and wait 

for her to ask for it. 
 
 Comment on what she is doing so she hears words.  
 
 If she says something about what you are doing, say something back.  Then wait again for her to talk. 
 
 At meals, wait silently for your child to show or tell you something. Then comment e.g. if she says that 

she doesn’t like her food, ask why and talk about what you like and what she likes. 

 Once your child starts the conversation, follow her lead by talking about what she is interested in.  
Keep the conversation going! 

Crèche Programme  
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Turn off ,Tune in 

Did you know? 

You can help your child’s language by talking and playing with him. 

Pretend play gives your child a chance to use harder words. 

 

For you to do 

 Turn off the radio or TV – your child will talk more. 

 Get down to his level. Watch, listen and say something about what 
he is doing. 

 Add words to what he says. If he says ‘I have a digger’,   you can 
say “You have a big yellow digger’. 

 Encourage pretend play -  play ‘house’, or ‘shop’.  A big cardboard 
box could be a house, a car or a boat! Collect old clothes or hats 
for dressing up in. 

 Play beside your child but let him lead the play. 

 Join in – you could be a customer coming to buy something in the shop. 

 


