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Hello!

Calendar
Primary School Programme

Welcome to the first edition of our ‘Happy Talk’ Newsletter!
This Newsletter will be produced 3 times per year and will give updates
on the activities of the ‘Happy Talk’ Project. Those involved in the Project will also have an opportunity to have their say.
In this issue we give an overview of the ‘Happy Talk’ Project, activities
to date and some future plans.
So, what is ‘Happy Talk’ ?
‘Happy Talk’ is a community based project aimed at improving the language abilities of children aged 0-6 years in The Glen and Mayfield areas. It has been established by Cork City Partnership and a range of
agencies (see logos on page 4). ‘Happy Talk’ is being delivered by Sheila
Dillon, Coordinator, Jen Keogh, Speech and Language Therapist (SLT)
and Aoife Doyle, Speech and Language Therapist (SLT).
It will provide parent training programmes and work with teachers and
childcare providers. It will link children identified with specific difficulties into the appropriate services.
‘Happy Talk’ aims to create an environment that is rich in language. It
will provide child-friendly signs in The Glen and
Mayfield and develop Aoife Doyle, SLT, Sheila

Happy Talk Logo

Dillon, Coordinator, Jen
Keogh SLT.

The ‘Happy Talk’ logo shows a young bunny
and a grown-up bunny talking to each other.
The logo highlights the
importance of communication in developing
language. The bunnies
are facing one another
and giving one another
their full attention. This
highlights the importance of the adult focusing on the child, listening to what they are
saying, taking the lead from the child and then
responding. To further support this, ‘Happy
Talk’ is using traffic lights as a prompt for
adult-child interactions.

Stop

Listen

Talk

Red = stop and wait
for the child to speak.
Amber = listen to
what the child is saying.
Green = talk to the
child in response to
what they have said.

 Jan 16th to Mar 30th:
SLTs in Junior Infant
classes
 Pre-school programme
 Mondays Feb 20th to
May 8th1-3pm: Daytime Training Course
for Pre-school staff
 Tuesdays Feb 21st to
May 14th 7-9pm: Evening Training Course
for Pre-school staff
 April 18th to May
24th: Happy Talk staff
on site in Pre-school
 April 18th to May 24th:
Happy Talk for Preschool Parents
 May 18th: Happy Talk
storytelling for 3-6
year olds at Play Day,
Glen Resource Centre.
 Family literacy Programme
 March 31st: Lifelong
Learning Festival:
workshop for Adult
Literacy tutors on Family Learning


Family Literacy Workshops for adult tutors
Ardbhaile, Mayfield &
Glen Resource Centre
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Junior Infants Programme
The ‘Happy Talk’ SLTs carried out assessments on a random sample of children in the Junior Infant classes in the
Glen and Mayfield in November and
December 2011.

Participating Schools

Scoil Mhuire Banríon,
Mayfield
St John’s Boys School,
Mayfield
St. Mark’s Boys School,
The Glen
St. Brendan’s Girls
School, The Glen
St Patrick’s Junior
School, Gardiner’s Hill

A 9-week programme is now being run
in the Junior Infant classes to address
the needs identified in the assessments.
Once a week, a ‘Happy Talk’ SLT visits
the Junior Infant class. The children are
divided into small groups. A teacher,
SNA or parent each takes a group of
children and runs activities which have
been developed by the ‘Happy Talk’
SLTs. The activities help to improve
the children’s listening skills. Other

activities
help the children to
understand concepts such as
‘hard’ and ‘soft’. Nursery rhymes
are also included in the activities.
During the week the children continue to work on the activities
with their teacher.
The ‘Happy Talk’ team is also
holding information sessions for
parents in each of the schools. At
these, parents get a chance to
visit the Junior Infant class and
see the activities being run with
the children.
At the end of the 9week
programme,
the ‘Happy Talk’ SLT
will visit the school
every 3 weeks to provide extra
activities and support.

Ideas for Junior Infant Children (4-5 years)
1. Expand language: When talking with the child, expand on what the child
says by adding describing words:
Example A:

Child: I want to play with the blocks
Adult: Yes, you want to play with the big blocks.

Example B:.

Child: I have a new t-shirt.

Adult: Yes, you have a new red t-shirt.

2. Have fun with lots of nursery rhymes! Say them with the child. Help them
to pick out rhyming friends e.g. in Humpty Dumpty, ‘wall’ and ‘fall’ are rhyming
friends; in Jack and Jill, ‘Jill and ‘hill’ are rhyming friends. Help the children to
make up silly words that rhyme.
Knowing nursery rhymes will really help them when they start to learn to read in
school.
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Participating

Pre-school Programme

Pre-schools

Book Area Audits

Pre-school Programme

Pre-schools have undertaken an audit to review
the books they have in
their Book Area. They
have looked at how
books are being used and
identified changes and
improvements needed.
There will be another
audit one
year from
now
to
look at the
impact of the changes

The ‘Happy Talk’ SLTs have carried out assess- Phase 1: Feb—May 2012
ments on a random sample of children in the Pre- Lotamore Pre-school
schools in The Glen and Mayfield.
Mayfield Community PreBased on the children’s language needs, a 6-week school
programme will be run in each of the Pre-schools by
Naíonra Lus na Meala
the SLTs and the Pre-school staff. Courses will also
be run for parents of the children in the Preschools. Glenfields Community Pre
These will be run over two phases: Phase 1 will run -school
from February to May 2012 followed by Phase 2
St Brendan’s Pre-school
from September to December 2012.
‘Happy Talk’ are currently running a 9-week training Glen Community Preschool
course for Pre-school staff.
Angel Guardian Preschool

Ideas for Pre-school children (3-4 years)
Look at a picture book with the child. Try not to ask the child too many questions. Instead make comments on the pictures. Give the child time to ‘chip in’
with their comments. You could repeat what the child says or add a few extra
words to what they say.

Phase 2: Sept– Dec 2012
Naíonra Naomh
Sheosamh
Newbury House Early
Years

Use the Hand Rule!

St Patrick’s Pre-school

For every 1 question you ask, make 4 comments.

Blackpool Pre-school
Our House Playschool

Crèche Programme

The
Programme
with
crèches will run during June
and July. It will be based on
the children’s needs and will
be delivered by the ‘Happy
Talk’ SLTs with the Childcare
staff. It will also involve parents.

Ideas for Crèche Children (18 months—3
years):
Play games that involve waiting and taking
turns e.g. Peek-a-boo (Hiding); Clap handies.
This prepares young children for taking turns
in conversations later on.
Future Plans
Happy Talk Programme for Crèches is
currently being planned.
More news, next issue!

Participating Crèches
Baile Beag Community
Childcare
Newbury House Early
Years
Rainbow Crèche
Glenfields Community
Crèche
Magnet Childcare Facility
Tir na nOg Glen Community Crèche
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A Language Rich Environment

Developing an
environment that is
rich in language

Signs and Story Points

Family Literacy

‘Happy Talk’ is promoting the development of an environment that
is rich in language and symbols.

Family literacy is concerned with how
literacy is developed at home and
education courses to support this. It
recognises that parents are their
child’s first teacher and that lots of
learning happens at home.

Ideas to support this include:


Providing child-friendly signs in
The Glen and Mayfield areas.

‘Happy Talk’ is working with ABLES
Literacy Scheme (City of Cork VEC)
to support family literacy. ‘Happy
Talk’ staff will run a two-hour session
for new tutors in Mayfield and for
existing tutors in the Glen.

Have your say!
We would like to hear about
your experiences of ‘Happy
Talk.’. Please email any comments to:
sdillon@partnershipcork.ie

For further information
contact:
Sheila Dillon
‘Happy Talk’ Project
Coordinator
Cork City Partnership Ltd
Heron House
Blackpool Retail Park
Phone: 087-7573749
e-mail:
sdillon@partnershipcork.



Developing Story Points to encourage storytelling and adultchild conversations. There are a
number of ideas being considered such as linking the Story
Points to a storybook on the
Happy Talk bunnies which are
on the logo. Children in Junior
Infants have already been introduced to Nibbles and Twitch the
rabbit puppets which are part
of the programme.

The sessions will provide tutors with
ideas for including family literacy in
their programmes and will focus particularly on early language development and literacy (dates to be confirmed).

Happy Talk Project is supported by:

Tomar Trust

